-17 DEC. '34 ]                        THE VICEROY'S ADDBESS                               435

depression of recent years, there has been a very substantial increase in the traffic
dealt '-with by that system. My Government propose steadily to pursue their policy
of development of a trunk net-work between all important centres in this country.
In the field of Civil Aviation, you are aware that we have recently undertaken a
notable programme for the development of ground organisation. The staff of the
Aviation Department is devoting all its energies towards securing the rapid comple-
tion of the more urgent part of the scheme and can look forward confidently to
an early and marked improvement in the facilities afforded along India's main air
routes. The most important developments since I last addressed you have been
the inauguration by the Indian National Airways early this month of an air mail
service between Karachi and Lahore and the duplication of the Indian National
Airway Service between Calcutta and Ban goon. Although the saving iu time which
the first of these services provides is not inconsiderable, the experience it is hoped
to gain during the initial stages of the operation and the development of night
landing facilities along the route should produce further acceleration. The second
development I have mentioned provides, in conjunction with the Indian Trans-Con-
tinental Airways' existing service, three services weekly between Calcutta and
Kan goon, a frequency equal to that of the existing surface transport services. The
saving of two days in transit between Calcutta and Rangoon should prove of great
value to the trade of the two cities, As you are doubtless aware from the state-
ments which have recently appeared in the press, a still more striking Development
is in immediate prospect, namely, the duplication of the Air Mail Service between
Croydon and Calcutta. Simultaneously with these developments, a step in the
cheapening of the air mail has been taken in the reduction in air mail charge by
the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department on letters from India and by the
British Post Office on letters to India. I hope that these reductions will be only
a prelude to further reductions which will enable the public and more especially
that part of it which you represent to avail itself more freely of the advantages of
the rapid interchange of business communications to which the commercial commu-
nity rightly attaches such great importance.

DEVELOPMENT or COMMUNICATIONS

I referred last year to the important Boad-Rail Conference held in April,
1935, and the subsequent discussion between the Government of India and the
Local Governments. A further step forward will be taken next month when a
Transport Advisory Council will meet for the first time. This will consist of the
members of my Government concerned, sitting with Provincial Ministers and their
advisers. Its discussion will cover a wide range and will, I hope, crystallise the
policy in some matters and indicate others which can be further investigated with
advantage. It is hoped that the Council will have yearly meetings and that it will
provide close and regular contact between the Centre and the Provinces, for it
must not be supposed that the problems with which it will be faced are capable of
easy solution. I am glad to have this opportunity of expressing my pleasure at
the readiness which all local Governments have shown in co-operating with us in
the search for a progressive policy of road and rail development, which is so badly
needed by a country in which distances are as great as they are in India and I
trust that even at its first meeting, the Transport Advisory council will be able to
put forward schemes of development which will be of immediate value and also^ to
a sound basis for future advance. Much has been said on the question of bringing
all matters concerning communications into one portfolio both at the Centre and
in the Provinces. The principal difficulty has hitherto been the constitutional divi-
sion of subjects between the Reserved and Transferred sides, but we are now assured
that when that obstacle disappears, local Governments will consider the possibility
of making such adjustment as is compatible with a proper distribution of work
at the centre. We have found certain practical difficulties which are now engaging
our attention. At the last Budget Session, a resolution was adopted by both Cham-
bers of the Indian Legislature extending, without limit of time, the duration of
the Central Eoad Account and at the same time expanding its scope to include the
development of rural and marketing facilities. The portion of this account placed
at the discretionary disposal of the Government of India was increased from 10 to
15 per cent. This reserve has been and is being utilised to make grants for many
roads and bridges which are important links in our chain of road communications
and which, without assistance from the Reserve, would, in all probability, not have
been constructed for many years to come, We have also been able to defray the